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SEPTEMBER 1981

The Doctrine of Sin
by
Dr. Lehman Strauss

Any treatment of Christian doctrine would
be incomplete if the bibical statement
concerning sin were omitted. Modern
Philosophy denies the existence of sin, but any
such denial is part of a false philosophy. All
refusal to admit the existence of sin can neither
be controverted nor challenged. The Bible
declares sin's existence and the human heart
displays it. Sin is not a myth, it is not a figment
of the mind; sin is a fact.
What is sin? When one seeks the answer to
this question in the many and varied
definitions of men, he is left somewhat
confused. There is a difference between the
way God describes and explains sin, on the one
hand, and the way, on the other hand, that
men describe and explain sin . A certain
minister excused bad behavior by accounting
for it in terms of "infantile environment,
traumatic experiences, psychological complexes and the like." And then he added, "After
preaching for fifty years, I cannot help feeling
that the church harps far too much on sin.
Now where does a man get such ideas?
Certainly not from God's revelation to man as
we find it in the Bible . This same minister, who
calls himself "The Christian Agnostic," also

said, "Paul's words that 'through one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin'
(Roman 5:12) can be dismissed as nonsense."
Well, to such blasphemy I can only reply that
Cod knows the thoughts of men and is able to
answer their questions before they are asked.
Cod tells us in His Word what sin is. But when
any man exalts the human mind to the place of
deity and goes so far as to rule God out
altogether, that man is on the brink of
destruction. The Bible condemns human
intellect as the supreme court.
In this brief explanation of sin, let us look for
a moment at the statement which brings to a
close Romans chapter 14, namely, " ... for
whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Romans
14:23). Both the philosophy and morality of
this statement are alike sound and rational.
The man who does not decide his actions on
the basis of that which he knows is right is
deserving of condemnation, because he did
not act according to his conviction. The word
"damned" in this verse is not final judgment
as to the loss of salvation, but the judgment
which results in the believer's loss of reward at
the Judgment Seat of Christ.
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Jo Kirkbride

rs in· The Making ,
l looked to the star-studded heavens
And beheld the work of Cod's hand,
All fixed. in qrl:>its predeterminedShining - exactly asiHe planned.
My mind descended to the creatureThen 1_. asked, Cod, .what am l?
Is it possibJe for a mortal on earth
To shine as<the. stars in the-sky?- -•

.o

HiS word came forceful Iv and quickly -

Myson, 1/m stiH making these.
They/II shine as-the brightness forever
Who live-the Designer·_to·. _-please.
To.shine as. thestarsYou are·viewing,
Is to show My light there below,
For a light is a star inthe rnaking
Who reflects to the earth heaven's glow.
And when all the stars inthemaking
Are transplanted to the great milky way,
They'll shine as the brightness forever
Wo turn many to righteousnesstoday.
Daniel 12:3
B.C. Jennings
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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

"Inflation and Investment"
"Since I have my new car I don't have to
walk to the bank with my deposits," said Mike
to his friend, Pete. In response Pete said, "So
you drive to the bank now." Mike's reply could
be that of many in our day, "No, with the
payments on the car and the cost of operating
it I no longer have any bank deposits to make."
Inflation and related ills have brought into
being some interesting conclusions. For
example: "It used to be that a fool and his
money were soon parted; nowadays it happens
to all of us ... When you finally save enough for
a rainy day, your relatives start sending in bad
weather reports ... Nothing gets out of hand
faster than money ... Once you pay your bills,
about all you have left to spend is a quiet
evening" (Reader's Digest, 4-71)
An editorial on government waste, written
several years ago may be way out of date by
now but even so it gives something to think
about. "Pay to the order of Uncle Sam: $4,087.
That's how much you owe the federal
government as your share of the national debt.
The "you" includes every man, woman, and
child in the country. That's bad news. Even
worse is the fact that a good portion of this
debt was created through extravagance, fraud,
and mismanagement. Estimates say the
government wastes between $38,000,000,000
and $50,000,000,0000 a year. Federal economic
assistance programs, for example, waste up to
$25,000,000,000 a year. The government itself

admits this. The Department of Health,
Education and Welfare wastes another
$5,000,000,000 or $6,000,000,000 a year. A civil
Service Commission study revealed that 11.5
percent of all federal white collar workers were
being paid $436,000,000 more than their jobs
warranted.
Inflation, government waste, and unemployment are not to be used by Christians as
excuses by God's people to be unfaithful and
dishonest with the Lord so far as their giving is
concerned.
"Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall
also reap sparingly; and he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let each
one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves
a cheerful giver" (II Cor. 9:6-7 NAS).
"For the love of money is a root of all sorts of
evil, and some by longing for it have wandered
away from the faith, and pierced themselves
with many a pang ... Instruct those who are rich
in this present world not to be conceited or to
fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but
on God, who richly supplies us with all things
to enjoy" (I Tim. 6: 10, 17 NAS).
No Christian will be called into account for
government waste unless he is a part of that
failure, but each one of us must give account
as to how he spends and invests his money.
How are you doing with your bookkeeping in
your eternal investments in heaven?
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Simple Beauty
Imagine a world without flowers .. .no wild
violets to decorate a hillside, no velvet-petaled
roses to enhance a · garden, no bright red
azalea blooms to grace a backyard. Without
flowers, some of the excitement and
anticipation of summer would disappear. We
would no longer watch and wait for those first
colorful tulips to bloom nor fo( the pink and
white blossoms to appear on dogwood trees.
It's wonderful that God has given us
flowers ... such simple beauty to bring joy and
happiness to our everyday lives.

Thought:
The believer is victorious only as he starves the
old nature and feeds the new!
Thought:
Safety does not consist in the absence of
danger, but in the presence of God.
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Mrs. Jim Melton was saved at the age of
thirteen. Since her conversion she has served
the Lord faithfully in many capacities .
She served as a Sunday School teacher many
years and taught all ages of children. Even
today there are those who come back and
thank her for her ministry in their lives. Many
of her -former· students· are now in fuB-time
Christian service. The fruit of her faithful labor
in earlier years is now being seen.
A member of Faith Baptist Church in
Gallipolis, Ohio, Mrs. Melton, who is now
seventy-eight, has not been able to have an
obvious active part in her church because of
illness. She is not able to attend regularly, but
does when she can and brightens everyone's
day. She always has a kind word and a hug for
everyone. To demonstrate her ministry of love,
she was chosen as "Sweetheart of the Year" in
1978 by her church family.
Though not able to take an active part in
teaching now, Mrs. Melton is very active at
home in her own ministries of mailing cards
and praying. Cards are sent on birthdays and
anniversaries, to those in the hospital or at
home who are ill, and to those just needing
encouragement. She allows the Lord to lead in
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c!)Vote C.Worthy
by
LoAnna Hamilton

the selection of verses and tracts to include.
Many have mentioned to the Pastor what a
blessing this ministry has been in their lives.
Although many times unnoticed, her ministry
through cards continues faithfully.
Mrs Melton, as a very active prayer warrior,
firmly believes Philippians 4:6 and practices it
daily. She makes lists and puts names of people
and situations down, along with the date. Then
when they are answered she again writes the
date. This way she has a constant reminder of
Cod's answers to prayer and can thank and
praise Him for them.
Mrs. Melton is faithful in the ministries the
Lord has given her. She wants to keep doing
little things to serve Christ. Even when not
feeling well she continues. Paul exhorts us to
"not be weary in well doing; for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have
therefore, opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith" (Gal. 6:9, 10).
Allow Mrs. Melton's example to be an
encouragement to you. Use what you have and
do what you can for the Lord faithfully and He
will reward you in due season .

Long ago the Turks held the Holy Land in
their possession. Many people of Europe
thought that it was wrong for the birthplace of
Christ to be in the hands of a people who did
not believe in Him. Many armies left Europe to
fight against the Turks, but their efforts were in
vain. This was known as the time of the
Crusaders.
One Crusade left Germany thinking they
might be the ones to finally defeat the Turks.
As they marched along, they sang songs about
Jesus. They never reached Palestine, but it is
believed that out of this Crusade came the
words to a very lovely hymn.
Fairest Lord Jesus
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
0 Thou of God and man the Son; Thee will
cherish,
Thee will I honor, Thou, my soul's glory, joy,
and crown .

page 5

,:;;;::)

Galatians 5:22

But The Fruit Of The
Spirit is .... Faith
by Paul D . Sewell
Each day of our lives we take things for
granted. We pillow our head at night naturally
assuming that we will awake to a new day. We
travel in automobiles or planes giving little
thought to the outcom~ of our journey. This
simple, common attitude of life is summed up
in one word ... FAITH. "Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen" (Hebrews 11 :1) .
Faith is an attitude. It is a response to life
whereby doubts are banished. The sad part
about faith is that most people apply it only to
material substances and earthly goods . They
place faith in a person, putting them on a
pedestal so high that when the bond of faith or
trust is broken, their ideals come shattering
down around them. Men place faith in
unknown business ventures and investments or
philosophies (all of which may be perfectly
moral). Yet, a faith without God is powerless .
"Without faith it is impossible to please God"
(Hebrews 11 :6).
We as Christians were saved by grace
through faith ... an outward display of trust in
something that we could not empirically
experience. Oftentimes that saving faith in our
lives becomes commonplace. The victory over
Satan that Christ provides begins to dwindle
because of anemic faith. There was never a
Godly patriarch who didn't exhibit a
substantial degree of faith, in order to live
victoriously . In the book of Hebrews, scripture
records God's "Hall of Faith." At least ten men
and women are publicly praised because of
their faith. These patriarchs experienced great
page 6

moments of victory because of faith which
stood up in tremendous moments of testing.
Noah's faith through obedience saved his
family from God's judgment. The faith of
Abraham in exploring unknown territory
resulted in God's inheritance. The life of Moses
was repeatedly marked by steps of faith which
prepared him to become one of Israel's
greatest leaders.
All of Hebrew's "Hall of Famers" trusted in
something they could not immediately
experience. Because of faith they subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, and escaped the
edge of the sword. Out of weakness they were
made strong.
By faith they like a whirl-wind's breath
Swept on o'er every field.
The faith by which they conquered death
Is still our shining shield.
Faith is the victory ...
0 glorious victory
That overcomes the world.

A Soft Answer
by Marla Waddle
This month's soft answer ... "Eat Thou Honey"
The book of Proverbs repeatedly exhorts us
to strive for Godly wisdom . We are told that
doing so will keep us from falling prey to evil,
keep us in God's favor, but mostly keep us from
struggling.
As we endeavor to live according to
Proverbs, we can be overwhelmed by the
multitudinous guidelines and warnings in only
one chapter . Consequently, the temptation to
abandon the effort on the basis of its seeming
futility intensifies. At these times we need to
consider Proverbs 24: 13, 14 which tells us, "Eat
thou honey, because it is good, and the
honeycomb, which is sweet to they taste; So
shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy
soul. When thou hast found it, then there shall
be a reward ."
Although acquiring it is despairing, wisdom
itself is as sweet and soothing as honey to the
tongue. Eat thou honey, dear friends, and be
filled with the sweetness of His wisdom .

Quizzle

by
Larry Lim

Who, What, and Where [Word Search]

August provides frequent opportunities for
observing the many summer storms. These
remind us of the Lord's presence with us
through all the storms of our lives.
Below are questions referring to accounts of
literal storms found in the Bible, along with
their corresponding references (KJV). After
answering them, find the fifteen, one-word
answers in the word search .
Passage
Genesis 7: 11-24

Who

he

What did
build? v. 13

Who was this
prophet? v.1

What was his
response to
God's command? v.3

Where did the
Lord send him?
v.2

Matthew
8:23-27

Who were frightened? v. 25

What did they
have a lack of?
V. 26

Where were
they? V. 24

Matthew
14:22-33

Who was the
person walking?
V. 25

What did the
disciples think
they saw? v. 26

Where did this
happen? v. 25

Acts 27: 24-44;
28:1

Who was this
missionary I prlsoner? v. 27 :34

What happened
on this voyage?
v. II Cor. 11 :25

Where did they
come to rest? v.
28:1

Looking at God's Creation
by Carlene Terlouw
Many of you have seen glowing campfires.
They usually consume branches and logs. But
have you ever seen stones or rocks burn?
Rock is the hard part of the earth's crust.
Much is composed of minerals. Also, precious
gems are found in this solid substance. Rocks
are very useful to man. They are used for
various construction projects. They are also
used to study the history of the earth. Fossils
reveal the secrets of what kind of life
previously traveled or lived on each area of the
earth.
In I Corinthians 3:11-15, there is mention of
our faith and works. It first states that the one
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Who, along with
his family, was
saved from the
flood? v.7

Jonah 1 :1-16
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What
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Where did this
great storm take
place? v. 17
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and only solid foundation is Jesus Christ. He is
the beginning of a new life. Our personal
acceptance of Him as Saviour and Lord lays
this foundation in our hearts. Good works are
not the way of salvation. These works are
observed by the world just as people look at
rocks for evidence of life and changes. Our
works should be clear evidence of our faith and
Christ's life within our hearts.
In the final days, our works will be tested by
fire. The useless works and those which we
have done for vain glory will diminish to ashes
just as the wood in the campfire. Only those
true ones done for Christ's glory will remain as
precious stones. These will be evidence of a
productive Christian life. Will the test of fire
leave your works as ashes or stone?
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But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
John4:4
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AN SWERS:

Who

Noah
Jonah
Disciples

What
Ark

Flee
Faith

Jesus

Spirit

Paul

Shipwreck

Where
Earth
Ninevah
Ship
Sea
Melita

